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John 3:14-21






 Pastor Paul Horn

Some Things are Necessary

I.  God’s love for the world

II.   God’s love for you

14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.  18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.  19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.  20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.  21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.” 

What makes for a great potluck?  I don’t know about you, but there has to be German food, and lots of it.  Ruladin, schnitzle und sauerkraut, die Scheibe Reinheimer Brot, und a homemade black forest cake.  Zer gut!  You may have a different opinion as to what constitutes a great potluck dinner.  What is necessary is totally different.  I think we can all agree that the necessities of a great Lutheran potluck are mass participation and a pot of coffee.  What makes for a successful campout?  Some would say a popup camper, others, a tent, still others, my sleeping bag and the ground.  Some would say, a Coleman grill, others would argue, all I need is the fire pit.  Your opinion and what is necessary are two different things.  I think we could all agree that the indispensables for a campout are food, water, fire and some kind of shelter.

There are also many people who have their own opinions on how to get to heaven.  One group of individuals who had their own view was the Pharisees.  You might recall that Pharisees perceived themselves as the stairway to heaven.  Their opinion was that one could simply climb the ladder to heaven by doing good works. The Pharisees even made up additional rules which they also followed to be extra certain they had done enough to be right with God.  A man named Nicodemus was one of these Pharisees who lived during Jesus’ earthly ministry.  This morning you will hear Jesus explain to Nicodemus what is necessary for salvation.  It is my prayer that you will learn that Some Things are Necessary, God’s love for the world, and God’s love for you.
I.
God’s love for the world.  The apostle John tells us that Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council, came secretly, alone, at night to meet with the great Teacher.  Many Pharisees sought Jesus out to discredit his teachings.  This evening rendezvous was different.  Nicodemus had seen the miracles, heard the message, now, wanted to find out exactly who this Jesus guy was.  The great Teacher knew what was in Nicodemus’ heart.  He knew that what this Pharisee thought was necessary for salvation and what Jesus preached as necessary were polar opposites.  Like magnets these two views repelled each other.  Halfway through their conversation Jesus pulls a passage from the Old Testament, one that this teacher of the law knew well.  Jesus used this passage to explain to Nicodemus what is necessary for salvation.  “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” (Vs14,15)  “Nicodemus, it is essential for you to understand know what is necessary for me to do for your salvation.  It is necessary that I be lifted up on a cross and it is necessary to die for the sins of the world.  It is necessary that I win your salvation for you.”

Then Jesus spoke words of necessity him, words that have been dear to your heart and mine since we were little children, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (vs16)  Why was it necessary for God to love the world?  Look at the world.  How could God love it in the first place?  Ever since Adam and Eve fell into sin this world has been a stinking sink hole and it’s getting worse by the hour.  It has been sold to the influences of Satan and sin, death and hell.  Its inhabitants, each and every one of them, are choking in the quicksand of their own pet sins, mindless of the hell that awaits them at the end of life.  Millions would rather read the sports page than the Bible.  People prefer steak and lobster to the bread of life and a second beer or martini to the cup of salvation.  And is there anyone anywhere who for a moment has perfectly loved and served God with their whole heart, strength and mind?  And all of the open and obvious, the secret and unspoken sins of the heart, just prove that what the Psalmist said is true, “There is no one who does good.  No, not even one.” (Psalm 53:3)

And so it amazes us that Jesus says, “In this way God so loved the world.”   Well, but talk is cheap.  Oprah loves me, too.  So does the television evangelist and Mother Angelica. So does the talk show host.  They all end their broadcasts by saying, “And we love you all, too.”  But make no mistake about it.  If you are broke, not one of them will lend you a dime.  If you need transportation, not one will lend you their car.  If you happen to be in town don’t expect you can just drop in for a meal or a free night’s lodging.  No, that’s not going to happen.  And so, when someone tells us they love us, we respond with a measure of cynicism.

So, it is amazing that Jesus tells Nicodemus that God loved the world.  For in this way God so loved the world. So what?  This is the so what…so that he gave.  Gave what?  Look around you.  Your Almighty Creator has given you so many beautiful things; a family, children, Christian friends, a facility to worship him, a piece of property to build a bigger and more beautiful worship facility, a country to worship him freely, soldiers who fight to protect this country and keep it free; a country that is filled with beauty; the rolling bluegrass of Kentucky, the thundering waterfalls at Niagara, the glaciers of Alaska, the Black Hills of South Dakota, the white sands of Florida.  Yet, none of it is more beautiful than what God gave you, For in this way God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son.
The Father found it necessary to love the world by giving his only Son.  He gave his only Son not as the vengeful judge to bring condemnation to the world, as it so rightly deserves.  He gave is only Son not as the inspector general to root out and bring to light all its hidden and open vices.  No, he gave him as the Savior of the whole world; that’s how he loved the world.  This is why it was necessary for him to love the world.  For without a Savior the world would perish in a ball of fire sent from heaven.  But God loved the world and sent his only Son as Savior. It was necessary for Jesus to come to Bethlehem, not just for the good, better and best, but for the world.  It was necessary for Jesus to go to the cross of pain and shame, not just for those who would eventually prove themselves worthy, but for the world.  It was necessary for Jesus to descend into the jaws of hell itself in his anguished cries from the cross to suffer the pain and torment that the whole world earned because of its sin.    It was necessary for God to so love the world.

II.
God’s love for you.  And if the Father loved the whole world that he gave his one and only Son for the world, that means he gave his Son for me, too!  How does this love become mine personally?  There must be a catch.  We see and hear it often enough.  Here it is… a free offer!  All you have to do is meet the following conditions: buy a lottery ticket, and another and another and another and you’ll be rich; or you too will feel no pain if you take this drug, drink a jug of this and a gallon of that, and do it again until your life is ruined with the lives of those who love you.  Just send in 50 bucks and you’ll get absolutely free this that and the other thing.  We’ve all heard it a thousand times.  So what’s the catch for getting this love of God?

Listen to Jesus’ words to Nicodemus and to you and me, “For in this way God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.”  There is no catch.  For believing is not the condition we must fulfill to receive eternal life.  If it were we would be doomed, for we would never know if we really believed or believed enough.  To believe in Jesus is simply to receive what he has promised in his Word.  Believing is receiving the forgiveness of sins and eternal life and salvation.  A father tells his child, “Close your eyes and hold out your hand.  I have something for you.”  The child stretches out that arm and does nothing to earn that gift.  The father puts that piece of candy into the child’s hand as a free gift of his love.  Your Heavenly Father says to you, “I want to give you something.  Here it is!” and places into your hands the gift of eternal life and forgiveness of sins.

If believing were up to me, I would certainly be lost.  If making a decision for Christ and accepting Jesus as my personal Savior was a choice I had to make, I would fail miserably.  For Paul in Ephesians 2:4-10 explains what is necessary for your salvation, “God…made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions.  God raised us up with Christ.  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God, not by works, so that no one can boast.”

What does this mean for me that God found it necessary to love me so that he gave his Son?  “For in this way God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.  And in vs18, “He who believes in him is not condemned.”  It is necessary that God loves you so much so that you will not get what you deserve, to perish, to be banished from God’s presence and love forever, to suffer an eternity in turmoil with Satan and his demons in hell.  Just as everyone who looked in faith at the bronze snake in the desert would be rescued from the bite of deadly snakes, so also, everyone who looks in faith at Jesus will be rescued from the bite of eternal death.  Now you are not condemned.  Now you have eternal life, because he gave his only Son for you.  Paul in Romans 8:1 speaks words we need to hear, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  It is necessary that God loves you so much.  Otherwise you would live in this world with no hope, knowing the inevitable would soon approach, that you would die, and not know what would happen to you.  But now you know the inevitable, you will die, but you will also live forever, because God loves you so much.

There are some things in life we think we need; cable television, video games, four wheel drive or anything with the name John Deere slapped on it.  There are some things that millions of people think are necessary for salvation.  Jesus has told us this morning what is necessary for salvation.  It is necessary that God loved the world.  It is necessary that God loves you so much, that he gave his only Son.  Doesn’t it make it necessary for you and me to tell the world; the people who live next to us, the person in the cubicle next to ours, the factory worker, the people in our platoon, the people in our own homes.  Go and tell. It is necessary for their salvation, too.  Amen.

